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Stages of Maturation of the Lungs
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From 3-8 year or so0, the number of immature
alveoli continues to increase. Unlike mature
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Factors important for

normal lung

development

s Adequate thoracic
space for lung growth.

s Fetal breathing
movements.

s Adequate amniotic fluid
volume.
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Developmental
anomalies
Laryngeal atresia.

Tracheoesophagea
fistula.

Tracheal stenosis E
atresia.

Congenital lung
cysts.

Agenesis of lungs.
Lung hypoplasia.
Accessory iungs.
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Congenital Lung Cysis:
Cysis Tilled with fiuid ar air) are thought o be formed by the
dilation of terminal bronchi, probably due 1o iregularities in
later development. If severe, cysts are visible on
radiographs. Highly variable oulcomes resull from different
cystic conditions

Agunull of the Lungl

Can occur bilaterally or unilaterally. Unilateral lung
agenesis is compatible with live as remaining side
hyparaxpands and compensalies

Lung Hypoplasia:

Dften caused by congeniial diaphragmatic hermias or
congenital heart disease. Characterizad by reduced ung
volumir. Extreme hypoplasia is inconsistent with life.
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