
The jejunum and ileum measure about 20 ft. (6 m) 
long, the Upper Two Fifths of this length make up the 
jejunum.  
Each has distinctive features, but there is a gradual 
change from one to the other. 
The jejunum begins at the duodenojejunal flexure, and 
the ileum ends at the ileocecal junction. 

Jejunum and Ileum 



The coils of jejunum and 
ileum are freely mobile and 
are attached to the posterior 
abdominal wall by a fan-
shaped fold of peritoneum 
known as the Mesentery of 
the small intestine.  
The long free edge of the 
fold encloses the mobile 
intestine.  

Jejunum and Ileum 



The short root of the fold is 
 6 inches long .  

 
crosses 6 structures . 

 
contain 6 structures . 
 
Continuous with the 
parietal peritoneum on the 
posterior abdominal wall. 
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• The root of the mesentery permits the entrance and 
exit of the branches of the superior mesenteric 
artery and vein, lymph vessels, and nerves into the 
space between the two layers of peritoneum 
forming the mesentery. 
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Differences between the Jejunum and Ileum 

Ileum Jejunum Aspect  
the lower part of the cavity 

and in the pelvis 
upper part of the peritoneal 

cavity 
site 

narrower, thinner wider bored, thicker walled,  
redder 

structure 

smaller and more widely 
separated  

larger, more numerous, 
and closely set in the 

jejunum 

 plicae 
circulares 

below and to the right of the 
aorta 

posterior abdominal wall 
above and to the left of the 

aorta 

Jejunal 
mesentery 
attachment 



Differences between the Jejunum and Ileum 
Ileum Jejunum Aspect  

Three or four arcades One or two arcades with 
long and infrequent 

branches 

Mesenteric 
vessels 

Fat is deposited throughout 
so that it extends from the 
root to the intestinal wall 

Fat is deposited near the 
root and is scanty near the 

intestinal wall 

Mesentery 

lower ileum along the 
antimesenteric border 

Not present Peyer’s 
patches 







The arterial supply  is from 
branches of the Superior 
Mesenteric Artery.  
The intestinal branches 
arise from the left side of 
the artery and run in the 
mesentery to reach the 
gut.  
They Anastomose with one 
another to form a series of 
arcades.  
The lowest part of the 
ileum is also sup plied by 
the ileocolic artery. 
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• The veins correspond to the branches of the superior 
mesenteric artery and drain into the superior 
mesenteric vein. 

• The lymph vessels reach the superior mesenteric 
nodes, which are situated around the origin of the 
superior mesenteric artery. 

• The nerves are derived from the sympathetic and 
parasympathetic (vagus) nerves from the superior 
mesenteric plexus. 
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MESENTERIC ARTERIAL OCCLUSION 

• The superior mesenteric artery, a branch of the abdominal 
aorta, supplies an extensive territory of the gut, from 
halfway down the second part of the duodenum to the left 
colic flexure.  

• Occlusion of the artery or one of its branches results in 
death of all or part of this segment of the gut.  

• The occlusion may occur as the result of an embolus, a 
thrombus, an aortic dissection, or an abdominal aneurysm. 


